What if I can’t get to a MedDrop
location?
If you or a trusted family member
cannot make it to a MedDrop
location, and the medications are an
urgent risk to your family, please:





If you would like to learn more about
the MedDrop program visit Safe
Communities website at https://
safercommunity.net/meddrop/.

Mix the medications with
liquid, or
Grind the medications up, or
Mix them with coffee grounds
or kitty litter, and
Put them in a second
container or plastic bag and
hide in your trash

Be sure to remove or mark over any
labels identifying the medication,
your personal information and the
prescription Rx number.
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Preventing Adverse
Drug Events

Our agency is a member of the
Dane County CommunityBased
Care
Transitions
Coalition, and we are working
together to help prevent
Adverse Drug Events in Dane
County. Accidental medication
poisoning is now the number
one cause of death from injury
in Dane County, killing more
people
than
automobile
accidents.

Why do I need to get rid of my old
medications? I might need them
again sometime in the future.
Getting rid of unnecessary and expired
medications is best for your own health
and safety. We want you to be taking
the right medications for you right
now. We also want to keep children
and pets safe. Please keep medications
locked and out of children’s reach. Pain
medications
can
be
especially
dangerous.

Where can I get rid of sharps
like needles, syringes and
lancets?
Used needles and other sharps are
dangerous to people and pets if not
disposed of safely because they can
hurt people and spread infections
that
cause
serious
health
conditions. Do not put any sharps
in the blue bag. Sharps containers
and old laundry detergent jugs are
the safest containers for storing
used sharps at home.

In 2014, the Safe Communities
MedDrop Program collected
7.5 tons of medication. Please
use this blue bag to take your
old and expired medications to
a MedDrop box listed on the
bag label.

Why can’t I just keep my old
medications at home?
Getting rid of old medications is an
easy way to keep you and your family
safe. Removing old medications from
the home reduces the chance of you or
a family member having an Adverse
Drug Event.

There are over 50 sites in Dane
County where you can safely
dispose of your sharps. You can
look up the closest one to you on
the DNR website http://dnr.wi.gov/
topic/Waste/documents/faclists/
SharpsCollection.pdf

What is an Adverse Drug Event?
An Adverse Drug Event is an injury to
the body that can happen from taking
expired, wrong, or too much of a
medication.

Why can’t I just flush my old
medications or throw them away?
Medications are bad for our water and
environment. Putting medications in
the toilet, down the sink or in the
landfill could be harming you, your
family, your pets, wildlife and your
water supply. When you take old
medications to the medication drop
boxes, they are safely disposed of.

What are all my medications for
anyway?
It is best to ask your own doctor or
pharmacist about your medications.
Many
senior
centers
and
community pharmacies offer a
medication review appointment
where you can talk about your
medications with a pharmacist who
can explain what each medication
is for.

Falls, dizziness, confusion, overdoses,
drug poisoning and allergic reactions
are examples of Adverse Drug Events.
The good news is that many Adverse
Drug Events are preventable by getting
unnecessary medications out of the
home.

For more information on how to
make an appointment, contact the
United Way of Dane County at 608
-246-4350 or your local pharmacy.

