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Definitions and Equations:  

• TBW = Total body weight (also called “Actual Body Weight”) 
• IBW = ideal body weight 

o IBW in kg (male) = 50 𝑘𝑘𝑘𝑘 + 2.3 × [𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻ℎ𝑡𝑡 (𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖ℎ𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒) − 60] 
o IBW in kg (female) = 45.5 𝑘𝑘𝑘𝑘 + 2.3 × [𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻𝐻ℎ𝑡𝑡 (𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖ℎ𝑒𝑒𝑒𝑒) − 60] 

• AdjBW = adjusted body weight 
o AdjBW in kg = 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼(𝑘𝑘𝑘𝑘) + 0.4 × [𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴𝐴(𝑘𝑘𝑘𝑘) − 𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼(𝑘𝑘𝑘𝑘)]  

 
Appendix B:  Selecting appropriate dosing weight for antimicrobial dosing (all recommendations are UW 
Health GRADE Low-moderate quality evidence, conditional recommendation) 
 

 
If patient TBW less 
than IBW, use this 

column 

If patient is non-
obese and 

TBW is greater 
than IBW, use this 

column 

If patient is obese 
(BMI >30 kg/m2), 
use this column 

Antibiotics 
Aminoglycosides 

TBW 

IBW AdjBW1 

Colistin IBW IBW2,3 

Daptomycin IBW IBW4 

Polymyxin B TBW AdjBW5-9 

Trimethoprim/Sulfamethoxazole TBW AdjBW10 

Vancomycin TBW TBW11,12 

Antivirals 
Acyclovir 

TBW 

IBW IBW10 

Ganciclovir TBW AdjBW10 

Foscarnet TBW AdjBW10; see 
footnote A 

Antifungals 
Liposomal amphotericin 

TBW 
TBW AdjBW13; see 

footnote B 
Flucytosine IBW IBW14,15 

Voriconazole TBW AdjBW16,17 

Miscellaneous 
Bezlotoxumab 

TBW 
TBW TBW13 

Ethambutol IBW IBW14 
Pyrazinamide IBW IBW14,15 

 
A Use TBW for the indication of ganciclovir-resistant cytomegalovirus  
B Consider IBW if risk of nephrotoxicity outweighs risk of infection 
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