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Kids With Courage IV Reunion
Saturday, July 5, 2008 
Monona Terrace Community & Convention Center 
Madison, Wisconsin

Welcome to Kids With Courage IV—a special reunion where we gather to celebrate a remarkable group of “courageous kids” whom have all 
received care for cancer or related diseases at UW Children’s Hospital (now known as American Family Children’s Hospital)—current and former 
patients as well as those children who did not survive.  We have been so privileged to care for all these children.

The goal of Kids With Courage IV is to provide an opportunity for families and children to celebrate progress together, entertain, educate and  
provide support.

This booklet provides you with all of the information you need to enjoy your day.  

If, at any time, you have a question or concern—please look for a volunteer wearing a blue polo shirt. There will always be a volunteer stationed  
at the registration tables during the day.

Once again, welcome to Kids With Courage IV! 

Sincerely,

The Kids With Courage IV Committee 

P.S. – When you get home, please take a few moments to visit our informational website at www.uwhealth.org/kidswithcourage. You will find 
lots of information about childhood cancer that may be of interest to you and your family.
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PROGRAM Schedule
1:15-2:05 pm	 Meeting Room O	
	 “Remembering our Loved Ones…with Blessings, 	
	 Joy and Fun” presented by:
	 Peggy Weber, RN, MSN – “Kids Can Cope” 		
	 Facilitator, St. Mary’s Hospital; 
	 Parish Nurse, St. Patrick’s Parish,  
	 Cottage Grove, WI
				  
Note:  “Late Effects and Insurance” (1:15-2:05 pm) and “Living 
Healthy” (2:15-3:05 pm) will be simulcast into the Child Watch 
Rooms:  Hall of Ideas Rooms H (Infants – Age 2) and E (Ages 3-6).

2:05-2:15 pm	 Grand Terrace
	 Break and Informational Displays

2:15-3:05 pm	 Lecture Hall
	 “Living Healthy” presented by:
	 Kathy Ruccione, MPH, RN, FAAN – Nursing 		
	 Administrator, Children’s Center for Cancer  
	 & Blood Diseases, Childrens Hospital,  
	 Los Angeles 

2:15-3:05 pm	 Hall of Ideas F-G
	 “Late Effects and Insurance” presented by:

	 Diane Puccetti, MD – Associate Professor
	 Director, AFCH Caring for Life Clinic

	 Meg Gaines, JD, LLM – Patient Advocacy; 		
	 Director, UW Center for Patient Partnerships

	 Peggy Possin, RN – Coordinator, AFCH Caring  
	 for Life Clinic

Kids With Courage Challenge

1:15-3:15 pm	 Exhibit Hall B
	 Kids With Courage Challenge
	 Children Ages 5 – 17
	 Test your skills in the following sports venues:

•	 Track and Field – 50 yard dash and  
high jump

•	 Football – Skills Course
•	 Golf – George Vitense Golf Academy on hand 

to introduce you to the game of golf or help 
fine-tune your skills!

•	 Hockey – shooting skills
•	 Soccer – shooting skills
•	 Dance, Dance Revolution – fun dance and 

exercise all in one

 1:15-3:15 pm	 Lakeside Commons 
	 Kids With Courage Challenge 
	 Children Ages 2 – 4
	 Age appropriate area for toddlers who can test 	
	 their skills in:

•	 Basketball
•	 Putting
•	 Pin the Tail on the donkey
•	 Board games and all sorts of fun!

9:00-10:00 am	 Grand Terrace
	 REGISTRATION, KWC IV PHOTO SIGN-UP &
	 INFORMATIONAL DISPLAYS  
	 (please see p.13 for a complete list) 
		
10:15-11:20 am	 Madison Ballrooms A-D
	 MORNING SESSION 

	 Welcome & Introductions – 
	 Dustin Wisch and Jay Haraldson 
		
	 Lindsay Secard   

	 Fountain of Remembrance –  
	 introduced by Lindsay Secard 
	 Sharon and Tom Lundgren 
	
	 Jeanette Smith

	 Greetings from Paul Sondel, MD, PhD –  
	 introduced by Jeanette Smith
		
                           	 Jon McGlocklin, President of Midwest  
	 Athletes Against Childhood Cancer –  
	 introduced by Paul Sondel 

	 KWC Slideshow – introduced by Dustin Wisch
	
	 Information about the remainder of the day –  
	 Lindsay Secard

	 Suzy Favor Hamilton, Three-time  
	 U.S. Olympian– introduced by Jay Haraldson

11:30 am-12:20 pm	 Exhibit Hall A 
	 LUNCH 
	  
12:20-1:00 pm	 Exhibit Hall B 
	 KIDS WITH COURAGE GROUP PHOTO
	 SIBLING GROUP PHOTO 
	 (both will be taken with Cindy Crawford) 

1:15-3:15 pm	 BREAKOUT SESSIONS AND  
	 KIDS WITH COURAGE CHALLENGE
	
Breakout Sessions

1:15-2:05 pm	 Lecture Hall
	 “Late Effects and Insurance” presented by:

	 Diane Puccetti, MD – Associate Professor, 
	 Director, AFCH Caring for Life Clinic

	 Meg Gaines, JD – Patient Advocacy; Director, 
	 UW Center for Patient Partnerships

	 Peggy Possin, RN – Coordinator, AFCH Caring  
	 for Life Clinic
	
1:15-2:05 pm	 Hall of Ideas F-G
	 “Living Healthy” presented by:
	 Kathy Ruccione, MPH, RN, FAAN – Nursing 		
	 Administrator, Children’s Center for Cancer  
	 & Blood Diseases, Childrens Hospital, 
	 Los Angeles 
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IMPORTANT EVENT INFORMATION
Large Group Photos with Cindy Crawford
Immediately following lunch in Exhibit Hall A, we will be taking two group 
photos with Cindy Crawford in Exhibit Hall B—one of all childhood 
cancer survivors and one of all siblings.  

At registration, all families will be directed to the “KWC Photo Table” 
where they can sign up to receive a copy of the photos desired. Each 
family can request up to one copy of each group photo.

For questions regarding the photo, please contact Colleen Fraser at 
American Family Children’s Hospital at (608) 261-1701or e-mail her at 
cfraser@uwhealth.org. 

Small Group Photos with Cindy Crawford
We have designated two separate one-hour photo sessions with Cindy 
Crawford today for patients and their siblings. These will be small  
group photos that will take place in Meeting Rooms N and R from  
2:15-3:15 pm and after today’s official program from 4:30-5:30 pm. 
Photos will be taken by a professional photographer, to insure quality as 
well as to optimize the time involved in this process. Please look in your 
KWC IV packet for details of when your family members are scheduled 
to be photographed with Cindy. 

We have selected this option because we have a limited block of time for 
taking these pictures. This format will allow all children the opportunity to 
be photographed together with Cindy.

Remembrance Fountain
Each spring, American Family Children’s Hospital holds a Pediatric 
Memorial Program to honor those families who had a child treated at 

UW, who has subsequently died. We would like to honor those children 
and families at the Remembrance Fountain, located in Meeting Room K.    

We ask that you place a stone (available in the basket next to the 
fountain), in the fountain to honor those children/young adults you would 
like to remember.   

At the April 2009 Memorial Program, each family will be able to take a 
stone from the fountain with the knowledge that someone remembered 
a child/young adult who died from childhood cancer. You may also wish 
to write down a memory or two of those children and families you are 
acknowledging.  

The fountain will be available all day and you will be able to sit and 
reflect if you so choose. This will be a quiet area for you to remember, 
give thanks, or reflect on your life and blessings. It will be up to you to 
monitor your children’s behavior around the fountain.

First Aid Station / One Step at a Time Camp  
Luggage Storage Area
A First Aid station/resting area is located in Meeting Room Q. A volunteer 
nurse will be available; however there will be no treatments or 
medications available. Additionally, this room can be used for luggage 
storage for those children who will be attending One Step at a Time 
Camp. The bus for One Step at a Time Camp will be departing following 
the conclusion of today’s program (about 4:30 pm).

Lost Children
If you cannot locate your child or he/she is lost, please notify a volunteer 
wearing a blue shirt immediately. 

1:15-3:15 pm	 Lakeside Commons  
	 Suzy Favor Hamilton Arts and Crafts Foundation
	 Children Ages 5 - 17
	 Suzy and our volunteers will be on hand  
	 to help you design your personal 
	 art pieces!

•	 Bead Table
•	 Rock Painting
•	 Canvas Table

3:15-3:30 pm	 Grand Terrace
	 Break and Informational Displays

3:30-4:15 pm	 Grand Ballrooms A-D
	 Closing Ceremonies

	 Highlights of the Day	

	 Peter Greenwood and Jon Gabrielson 

	 Paul Sondel, MD, PhD – introduced by  
	 Peter Greenwood

	 Honorary Chair Cindy Crawford – introduced by 	
	 Paul Sondel

	 Grand Finale 

4:15–6:00 pm	 Monona Terrace Rooftop
	 Candlelighters Picnic

Sunday, July 6
12:00-2:00 pm	 American Family Children’s Hospital
	 Open House
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HONORARY CHAIR, Cindy Crawford

Cindy Crawford is known to the world as one 
of the original supermodels who defined that 
pivotal moment when fashion models became 
stars in their own right. Crawford used her 
fame as a springboard to launch a career that 
has spanned over two decades and resulted in 
an exceedingly successful and trusted brand 
representing beauty, fashion, fitness and home.  

The DeKalb, Illinois native’s staying power in 
a notoriously fickle industry can be credited 
to her consummate professionalism, keen 
business savvy and dedicated approach to 
every endeavor. These attributes, combined 
with her timeless beauty, earned her long-
term global contracts with the likes of Revlon, 
Omega and Pepsi. 

Crawford was discovered by a local 
photographer while a student at DeKalb 
High School. At age 17, she was a finalist in 
Elite Model Management’s Look of the Year 
Competition and still went on to graduate 
as valedictorian of her class. She studied 
chemical engineering as a scholarship student 
at Northwestern University before the building 
momentum of her modeling career took her to 
New York. 

Since then, her all-American face with the 
iconic beauty mark has graced over 1,000 
magazine covers worldwide including Vogue, 
Elle, W, Bazaar, Cosmopolitan and Allure. She 
walked the runway for everyone from Karl 
Lagerfeld for Chanel to Ralph Lauren and 
Dolce Gabbana and was featured in countless 
ad campaigns for virtually every top fashion 
designer, including Versace and Calvin Klein. 

Soon after, MTV came calling, asking Crawford 
to host “House of Style,” a new show that 
merged the worlds of music and fashion. With 
its coverage of everything from the voyeuristic 
and fun to the more serious (anorexia among 
models,) House of Style became a huge hit. It 
also gave Crawford, who hosted for six years, 
a voice and a presence beyond the pages of a 
magazine. 

Crawford went on to create, produce and star 
in best selling exercise videos with personal 

trainer Radu, and co-wrote a successful 
instructional make-up book with Sonia Kashuk 
called Cindy Crawford’s Basic Face. 

These projects honed Crawford’s 
entrepreneurial spirit, leading her to enter  
into a series of partnerships which have  
proven to be extremely successful.

Crawford is also busy expanding her hugely 
successful Cindy Crawford Home collection, 
which grosses over $250 million annually 
in retail sales and includes linens, rugs and 
accessories. The furniture collection originated 
as a partnership with Rooms To Go and is now 
carried at various retailers across the United 
States and Canada. 

Cindy is involved in many humanitarian 
efforts dedicating time and resources to 
causes close to her heart. Having lost younger 
brother Jeffrey to leukemia, Cindy has been 
a prominent spokesperson and supporter 
of cancer research and patient care, both 
at the University of Wisconsin (the hospital 
where Jeffrey was treated) as well as with the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.

Looking forward, Crawford plans to further 
develop her home business as well as to 
expand her range of categories in the beauty 
industry. She lives in Malibu with her husband 
Rande Gerber and their children, Presley  
and Kaia. 

KIDS WITH COURAGE IV 
COMMITTEE
Paul Sondel, MD, PhD 
Professor and Division Head,  
Pediatric Hematology/Oncology

James Gilmore – Chair

Lisa Brunette

Barbara Byrne

Kristin Casey

Kelly Cotter

Maury Cotter

Dana Crary

Kenneth B. DeSantes, MD

Linda Dietrich

James Egle

Michael Felber

Nancy Francisco-Welke

Colleen Fraser

Sharon Frierdich 

Colleen Gavin

Ann Johnson

Tina Jones

Mary Kaminski

Joyce Kilgore-Carlin

Michael Klawitter

Mary Maas

Toni Morrissey

Katie Murphy

Diane M. Puccetti, MD

Craig Robida

Timeka Rumph

Katie Sprung

William Steinberg

Andrea Urbon 

Tom Young
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EMCEES

Jon Gabrielson

Age: 18
Hometown: Appleton, Wisconsin

I was diagnosed with Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia at age 7. A memory that comes to 
mind when I think about my time in the hospital 
came from a time in the hospital school. I was 
talking to a kid and asked what he was there 
for and he calmly just said “A liver transplant,” 
and lifted his shirt and showed me his staples. 
It’s interesting how young kids at the hospital 
could connect to all different sorts of people 
through a common theme.

Although I might have turned out similar if 
I didn’t have cancer, I’d like to think that it 
shaped me into the person I am today. Now, I 
am a very understanding person who likes to 
help others when the opportunity arises. As a 
young kid, dealing with all the adults during 

my treatment has made me more confident 
and sure of myself. It has brought me closer to 
music and movies, something that I could enjoy 
while in a hospital bed and now am planning to 
base a career on. 

I just graduated from high school and am going 
to attend college in the fall. I enjoy playing drums, 
piano and guitar, with a side dish of acting. 

Peter Greenwood

Age: 23
Hometown: Spring Green, Wisconsin

I was diagnosed at age 18 with Osteogenic 
Sarcoma in my left knee. After the cancer 
spread to my lungs and lymph nodes I had my 
left leg amputated above the knee. I have now 
been in remission for approximately two years.

If there is a saying that describes my outlook 
on life it is something like this: “For everything 

you lose there is twice as much to hold on to.”  
In a matter of a few weeks, I went from being 
a high school senior on his way to college, to 
a sick and scared hairless boy. I had no idea 
what the future held, including if I would be 
part of it or not. This made for a rough three 
years of fighting cancer. Yet, I got through it.

I didn’t make it on my own. There were a few 
things that helped me when I got down: family, 
friends and music. My parents were there every 
step of the way and my brothers and sisters 
were there whenever their lives permitted.  
Through my experience I have realized more 
and more that a strong family makes the 
individual family members strong as well.

Music was the other key to my survival. I begin 
playing guitar at a young age and as I got 
farther along in my treatment, I started writing 
songs. Music continues to play an important 
role in my life as I play in a band with my 
brother, sister and four of our good friends.  

Since my remission I have begun to start life 
anew. I am currently attending the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and studying psychology.  
I hope to someday work in a hospital with 
adolescents and young adults facing serious 
health issues. I spend my spare time 
training for marathons on my Handcycle and 
whitewater kayaking every chance I get.

SPECIAL GUESTS
Jon P. McGlocklin
Jon McGlocklin is a co-founder and president of the 
MACC Fund. Since 1976, the MACC Fund has raised 
and funded more than $31 million for research in the 
cure and treatment of childhood cancer and related 
blood disorders. Overall childhood cancer survival rates 
have increased from 20 to 80 percent during the same 
time period.

A $3.5 million gift to the UW Paul P. Carbone 
Comprehensive Cancer Center will create the MACC 
Fund Childhood Cancer Research wing with facilities 
for six research teams devoted to pediatric oncology in 
the new Interdisciplinary Research Complex near the 
American Family Children’s Hospital. 

Best known as “Jonny Mac” during his playing days 
with the Milwaukee Bucks, he enjoyed an 11 year 
career with the NBA.  His career highlights include 
playing on the 1969 NBA All Star team and starting on 
the Milwaukee Bucks 1971 World Championship Team. 
Today, Jon can be seen and heard as a color analyst 
for all Milwaukee Bucks televised games with the 
Milwaukee Bucks Television Network on UPN 24 and 
FSN North. 

Suzy Favor Hamilton
The name Suzy Favor Hamilton is synonymous with the 
word FAST! A native of Stevens Point, Wisconsin, Suzy 
began running at the age of 9 and quickly fell in love 
with the sport. At Stevens Point High School, Suzy won  
11 State titles and was named as one of the 100 top 
high school athletes of the century by Scholastic Sport 
Magazine. She went on to UW-Madison, where she won 
a total of nine NCAA Championships and became the 
winningest female athlete in the history of the NCAA. 
Following graduation, Suzy has had a very successful 
professional career, participating in many world 
championships and three Olympic Games. Suzy is  
one of four women in the world to break the four-
minute mile.

Suzy now lives in Madison with her husband Mark 
and beautiful daughter, Kylie. She also serves on the 
Board of Directors of Capital Candlelighters and is 
Honorary Chair of the Suzy Run/Walk that benefits this 
organization.  As the head of the Suzy Favor Hamilton 
Art Foundation, Suzy will be lending her expertise and 
enthusiasm at the arts and crafts tables during Kids 
With Courage IV!

Jon P. McGlockin

Suzy Favor Hamilton
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Lindsay Secard

Age 23
Hometown: Madison, Wisconsin

Appointments, chemotherapy, surgery, relapse, 
remission, and again relapse. I’ve been through 
it all, except I have never had cancer. 

My older brother, Brent, was diagnosed with 
Osteosarcoma in the fall of 1994 when he was 
13 years old. I was 10 years old at the time 
and purely amazed by life inside a hospital. I 
sat in Brent’s hospital room many times, feeling 
guilty that it wasn’t me in the bed. Sometimes, 
I was even jealous. As I started to understand 
more of what was going on, I felt purely helpless. 

I do not remember exactly what the nurses, 
psychologists, and social workers at UW 
Children’s Hospital did or what they said, 
but I will always remember the comfort 
they provided for my family. They were a 
cornerstone in providing my family with the 
hope that fueled our courage.  

Brent’s battle lasted four years, during which 
time he endured multiple surgeries. In the 
summer of 1998 the cancer became too much 
for his body and he was discharged home with 
Hospice care.  

The courage that I saw in Brent throughout 
his life is an incredible aspect of my life and I 
feel truly honored that he is my brother. I had 
always wanted to be a nurse while he was sick, 
but gave up that dream after he passed away.  
This fall will be 10 years since his passing. His 
courage has enabled me to find comfort and 
peace in my life as well as my own courage. 

I am a recent graduate from the Edgewood 
College School of Nursing, and I work at 
Meriter in the Heart Hospital. I think of Brent’s 
courage everyday as I endure the physical and 
emotional aspects of being a nurse.  

Dustin Wisch

Age: 22
Hometown: Sun Prairie, Wisconsin

Looking back at the odds I have overcome in 
my battle against this disease, I realize just 
how much of my success I can attribute to the 
support I have had. Realizing the amount of 
love and support that I am surrounded by is 
just one of the gifts that I have received during 
my battle with this disease. I’ve often heard 
people say that I am a strong person for having 
gone through all of this, but I am only as strong 
as those who have been there behind me. 

Even though the effects of my tumor are still 
with me today, I realize that I have grown 
in enormous leaps and bounds as a person 
because of my experience. The things that all 
the surgeries, treatment, and rehabilitation 
have taught me about life greatly overshadow 
the negative aspects of this illness, and I am 
grateful for all that I have learned.

Today, being four years out from my last 
surgery, I am attending UW-Whitewater in 
pursuit of my degree in Special Education and 
working in a home with adults with disabilities.  
I hope to finish up school in about a year  
and find a job in my field sharing the great 
lessons my experience has taught me.

Jay Haraldson

Age: 13
Hometown: Sun Prairie, Wisconsin

Next year I will be going into 7th grade at 
Sacred Hearts School in Sun Prairie. Thinking 
about what I have gone through with cancer, 
I feel lucky in many ways because of all the 
wonderful people I have met during my journey.  
One thing I have realized, whether it’s Coach 
Bielema of the UW Badgers, Mark Tauscher of 
the Green Bay Packers, Governor Doyle or a 
nurse on my floor, is there is so much good in 
people and for that I have learned to be more 
thankful. At times during treatment, I didn’t like 
certain people walking into my hospital room, 
but usually that was because of what they were 
going to do to me, not because of who they 
were. 

I was diagnosed with rhabdomyosarcoma at 
age 5.  After undergoing surgery and about  
50 weeks of chemo, I thought I had it beat. 
At age 11, it came back. This time around, 

surgery, chemo and radiation were a part of my 
life for nearly 40 weeks. When I reflect about 
being 12 years old and think that almost two of 
those 12 years were in and out of the hospital, 
I realize that I had great parents and family that 
made it easier. I especially remember when six 
of my best friends and my dad shaved their 
heads to support what I was going through.  
Looking back, that really meant a lot.

Cancer has changed my life in that I don’t wait 
to get to things. I appreciate the moment and 
try to get to things I know I need to get done 
or want to do. Homework takes high priority as 
well as being in sports and giving it my all. 

Although I would never wish anyone to 
have cancer, I do believe that you can take 
something very bad and make something good 
out of it. 

Jeanette (Scribner) Smith 

Age: 37
Hometown: Dousman, Wisconsin

Cancer has entered my world at two very 
different times in my life and with it came two 
very different paths to healing. I will never 
forget the day I was diagnosed with Acute 
Myelogenous Leukemia. I was 12 years old, 
and my brothers and sisters were waiting at 
our house with stunned looks as my parents 
and I packed for Madison for what we knew 
would be a long stay. This was the beginning 
of a year-long, scary road to healing including 
chemotherapy, radiation, a bone-marrow 
transplant, and every possible complication that 
comes along with these.

Cancer’s second knock on my door came  
22 years later when I was 34 years old. This 
time it was breast cancer. This path to healing, 
although painful, included no chemotherapy 
and radiation. Although I did have to have a 
double mastectomy, the doctors caught it so 
early that death was never a thought. 

UW Hospital is responsible for saving my life 
from cancer twice now. Once by fighting the 
battle with me and once by forewarning me of 
possible long-term side effects, as the breast 
cancer was due to my past radiation. Follow-
up...a much smoother route to continued 
healing. Now I can once again soak up the life I 
live with my wonderful husband and two dogs. 
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PRESENTERS
Peggy Weber
Peggy Weber, RN, MSN has been a Registered 
Nurse at St. Mary’s Hospital since 1969.  In 
1985 she developed the “Kids Can Cope” 
program and continues to serve as the 
program’s facilitator. Peggy is a member of 
the Ethics Board at St. Mary’s; she also serves 
as a parish nurse at St. Patrick’s in Cottage 
Grove. She has several decades of experience 
in helping people of all ages with the grieving 
process and is also a frequent speaker at area 
nursing schools.  

Meg Gaines, JD, LLM
Martha (Meg) Gaines, JD, LLM, an ovarian 
cancer survivor, joined with several colleagues 
to found the interdisciplinary Center for Patient 
Partnerships (www.patientpartnerships.org) 
at the University of Wisconsin in 2001 and 
serves as the Center’s director. The Center 
trains future professionals of medicine, nursing, 
law, health systems industrial engineering, 
pharmacy, and other disciplines in patient 
advocacy and patient-centered care through 
a symbiotic program where students provide 
patient advocacy services to patients with 
life threatening and serious chronic illnesses 
receiving an extraordinary education in return.  
Meg has received numerous awards for her 
work, most notably the National American 
Cancer Society Lane Adams Quality of Life 
Award, been featured in the New York Times 
and speaks widely on consumer education 
and empowerment in health care. Publications 
include An Odyssey of Hope and Alchemy: 
Medical Mediation at Its Best.  She is a 
clinical Professor of Law and teaches courses 
in Consumer Issues in Health Care and 
Patient Centered Care. Meg earned her AB at 
Vassar College and her JD and LLM from the 
University of Wisconsin Law School.

Peggy Possin, RN
Peggy Possin, RN, has been a Staff Nurse in 
pediatric hematology and other specialty clinics 
since 1976. She has been the Coordinator of 
the Caring for Life Clinic, the American Family 
Children’s Hospital’s long-term follow up clinic, 
since 1989.

Diane Puccetti, MD
Dr. Puccetti, an Associate Professor, joined the 
faculty at UW Children’s Hospital in 1991 and 
cares for patients in the outpatient clinic and 
on the pediatric hematology/oncology inpatient 
unit. She enhances the Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology Division with her 17 years of 
experience in pediatric oncology, as well as a 
subspecialty interest in pediatric brain tumors.  
Dr. Puccetti serves as the Medical Director of 
the Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Tumor Clinic at 
this institution. She has participated in dozens 
of transplants at UW Children’s Hospital, now 
named the American Family Children’s Hospital.  
Dr. Puccetti is the Director of the Pediatric 
Hematology/Oncology Division’s Caring for 
Life program. She has has been selected for 
numerous awards, among them being Castle 
Connolly’s Top Doctor in America (2004), one of 
America’s Top Pediatricians and Top Doctors for 
Cancer (2005).

Kathleen Ruccione,  
MPH, RN, FAAN
Kathleen Ruccione trained at Childrens Hospital 
Los Angeles as a student nurse and received 
her nursing diploma from the Hollywood 
Presbyterian Hospital School of Nursing/
Los Angeles City College. She is a national 
leader in pediatric oncology nursing and a 
Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing.  
Kathleen completed her graduate training in 
public health from California State University, 
Northridge, with a focus on wellness. She 
founded the LIFE Survivorship Program at CHLA 
and has co-edited/co-authored two landmark 
books on childhood cancer survivorship, and 
is the author of numerous articles, essays, 
and audiovisual presentations. Ms. Ruccione 
pioneered programs for education to empower 
patients and families coping with cancer, 
culminating in the development of the HOPE 
Resource Center and the recruitment of health 
educators as members of the multidisciplinary 
health care team. She is active in program 
development, research, publishing, teaching, 
and mentoring graduate and postgraduate 
students in nursing, health education, and 
health communication. Her current research 
is focused on family centered care, health 
literacy, health communication, and cancer 
survivorship. Kathleen is a doctoral student 
in preventive medicine at the University of 
Southern California. She is the mother of a 
young adult son, Daniel.

American Cancer Society.......................................... (608) 833-4555

Angel On My Shoulder
(Camp Angel/Camp Teen Angel)................................ (800) 860-3431

Capital Candlelighters.............................................. (608) 231-8006

Caring for Life Clinic ................................................ (608) 263-6420

First Descent........................................................... (970) 845-8400

Flashes of Hope....................................................... (608) 838-9004

Gilda’s Club Madison................................................ (608) 273-8880

HospiceCare Inc....................................................... (608) 276-4660

Leukemia & Lymphoma Society................................ (800) 261-7399

PHOAG (Pediatric Hematology/
Oncology Advisory Group.......................................... (608) 890-8312

Ronald McDonald
House Charities-Madison.......................................... (608) 232-4660

Super Sibs............................................................... (866) 444-7427

INFORMATIONAL DISPLAYS




